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the Memorialist himself observed that officer person-
ally leading in advance of his troops with a courage
and sangfroid worthy of all praise. He subsequently
became the recipient of the Imperial commendation
and reward.

" The writer has also, in conjunction with Tseng
Kuo-fan, acting Viceroy of the two Kiang, been
associated with foreigners in organising foreign-
drilled infantry and cavalry, and in making arrange-
ments for the building of steam-vessels. He is
thoroughly convinced that they are actuated by
upright and amicable principles, and entertain no
feelings of animosity" towards China. With the
knowledge of these facts before us, it is possible to
draw our conclusions upon other matters,

" It is from these considerations, therefore, that
the writer suggests the policy to be pursued in inter-
course with foreigners. There seems to be no neces-
sity to dispose of the several questions hastily and on
the instant, nor do the resident foreign Ministers at
Peking apparently intend to insist upon an immediate
settlement.

" It would be well if His Majesty on attaining his
majority were himself to adopt the policy suggested,
and in that case no difficult questions would arise."

Three years after this masterly exposition of a
policy to which Li Hung-chang remained consistently
faithful throughout his career, he succeeded Tseng
Kuo-fan as Viceroy of ChihlL In this, the most
important satrapy of the Empire and the diplomatic
outpost of the capital, he continued to serve the
Throne, without intermission, for quarter of a
century. Such continuous tenure of one office was
opposed to all constitutional usage, but the Empress
Dowager was a law unto herself and accustomed to
isake her own precedents in sudt matters. Slie was a